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About the Organization  
 
United We Dream Network (UWDN) is the largest immigrant youth-led organization in the 
nation, a powerful non-partisan network made up of 55 affiliate organizations in 26 states. We 
organize and advocate for the dignity and fair treatment of immigrant youth and families, 
regardless of immigration status. UWDNΩǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛŜǎ ŀǊŜ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ŘŜǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ 
advocate for policy changes that would provide full equality for the immigrant community in 
the U.S. In 2012, UWDN initiated the Dream Educational Empowerment Program (DEEP), which 
focuses on laying the groundwork that advances the educational justice movement in the U.S.  
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Introduction  

National Educational Context for Undocumented Students 
  
In 1982 the Supreme Court ruled in the Plyler v Doe decision that all students have a right to a 
free public K-12 education, regardless of their immigration status. Thirty-three years after that 
ruling, undocumented students and families continue to face educational injustice across the 
nation. Undocumented youth are being misinformed and told that they cannot access higher 
education once they graduate high school; in other instances U.S. permanent residents or 
citizen children with undocumented parents are denied their right to a free public K-12 
education because of theƛǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΩ immigration status. That said, our nation is still a long way 
from ensuring that all students regardless of immigration status have access to K-12 education, 
as well as tuition and financial equity. Due to the educational inequity faced by undocumented 
students, this 2014-2015 school year United We Dream bŜǘǿƻǊƪΩǎ Dream Education 
Empowerment Program (DEEP) will launch the first National Institutions Coming Out Day 
(NICOD) on April 7, 2015! The purpose of this campaign is to unite undocumented students, 
educator allies, and institutions to join DEEP in working to increase the resources available to 
undocumented students, including advocating for policies that better support these ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ 
at all educational institutions.  
 
NICOD is designed to encourage and support institutions and undocumented youth who have 
lead efforts to improve access to education for undocumented students within the education 
equity and immigration movement. As educator allies and undocumented students, we 
understand that each institution has a crucial role in ensuring that all students have the best 
educational experience during and after enrolling in school. For this reason, DEEP has created a 
day to celebrate the institutions who have been part of the education equity movement with 
and for undocumented students. Several institutions and states across the nation have already 
taken action because they understand that change and justice must happen within each 
community and school, as well as at the state and federal level. 
 
Currently undocumented students are able to pay in-state tuition in 19 states including: CA, 
WA, NM, TX, OR, UT, CO, NE, KS, KY, NY, FL, 
CT, MD, NJ, DE, IL, OK and MN. Out of those 
19 states, only CA, WA, NM, MN, OK, and TX 
are leading the charge by providing in-state 
tuition and some form of state financial aid to 
undocumented students. In addition to the 
18 states allowing undocumented students to 
pay in-state tuition rates, Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) students are able 
to pay in-state tuition in VA and MA. 
Furthermore, MI, RI, HI, AZ, MO, OH allow 
undocumented students to pay in-state 
tuition at only specific institutions or college 

http://m.chronicle.com/article/Should-Colleges-Help/147809/
http://m.chronicle.com/article/Should-Colleges-Help/147809/
http://www.laht.com/article.asp?ArticleId=1625752&CategoryId=36641
http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/education-deep/
http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/education-deep/
http://unitedwedream.org/learn-schools-can-better-work-undocumented-students-joining-us-national-institutions-coming-day/
http://unitedwedream.org/learn-schools-can-better-work-undocumented-students-joining-us-national-institutions-coming-day/
http://unitedwedream.org/about/projects/education-deep/
http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca
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systems, while states like Georgia ban undocumented students at their top five public 
universities.   
 
Although advances in federal programs and policy 
changes at the state levels have changed the plight of 
undocumented students, research suggests that 
currently only 5-10% out of the approximately 65, 000 
students who graduate from high school each year enroll in 
higher education and only 1% of those who enroll, graduate. 
Moreover, research shows that the success and retention of 
undocumented students is also dependent on the financial, 
emotional, institutional, as well as communal support that students  
have while pursuing their education.1   
 
Due to the educational inequity faced by students and the lack of access to resources and 
support staff, DEEP invites you as an institution to commit to increasing the support and 
resources available to undocumented students at your school by committing to the National 
Institutions Coming Out Day today!  

 

 
  

                                                           
1 Immigrant Student National Position Paper, authored by Fairfield University, Loyola University Chicago, Santa  

Clara University, Legal and Social Research Teams, January 2013 

Approx. 2.5 million total 
undocumented youth 

80,000 become 18 years of 
age each year 

65,000 graduate 
from HS each year 

5-10% enroll in 
college each year 

1-3% graduate 
from college 

each year 

https://cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/UndocHigherEd-report2.pdf
http://grownuptruth.com/resilience/
http://www.latinorebels.com/2014/12/16/what-this-school-year-full-of-fears-has-taught-me-as-an-undocumented-student/
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Terminology  
 

Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) - DACA is a program, announced on June 12, 
2012 by President Barack Obama that protects successful applicants from deportation and gives 
them work authorization for a renewal period of 3 years. It is important to note that DACA 
provides lawful presence but it does not provide lawful status. 
 
DACA-mented - This term is used by undocumented individuals who have been granted 
Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). DACA-mented (similar to Dreamer) is sometimes 
used as a way to navigate away from the negative connotations given to terms such as 
undocumented immigrant, non-U.S. citizen and so forth. 
 
Educators - This term is used to refer to counselors, administrators, staff, faculty, and teachers 
within the K-12 and institutions of higher education.  
 
Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) - The FAFSA form was created under Title IV 
of the Higher Education Act of 1965 to help manage student financial assistance programs. The 
programs provide grants, loans, and work-study funds to citizens, residents, or eligible students 
with visas attending college or career schools.2 Undocumented immigrant students are not 
eligible for federal student aid; however, if the student has been granted DACA they can fill out 
the FAFSA application to get their Student Aid Report (SAR). The SAR is sometimes used by 
community/private scholarships or institutions to grant financial aid that is not connected to 
federal or state funding to undocumented students. 
 
Immigration Accountability Executive Action3- After two years of organizing by the 
undocumented immigrant community, on November 20, 2014, President Barack Obama 
announced a series of executive actions on immigration4 that prioritize the deportations of 
immigrants with criminal records, and allows certain undocumented immigrants to temporarily 
stay in the U.S. without fear of deportation after successfully passing a criminal background 
check and paying taxes.  The initiatives include expanding the population eligible for DACA, 
allowing parents of U.S. citizens and lawful permanent residents who have been present in the 
country since January 1, 2010 to apply for protection from deportation and employment 
authorization for three years. Additionally, it expands the provisional waivers of unlawful 
presence to include the spouses and sons and daughters of lawful permanent residents and 
sons and daughters of U.S. citizens.  
 

                                                           
2 Federal Student Aid: An office of the U.S. Department of Education: Who we are- 
https://studentaid.ed.gov/about 
3 The White House Office of the Press Secretary- http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/20/fact-

sheet-immigration-accountability-executive-action  
4Department of Homeland Security: U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services- Executive Actions on Immigration-  
http://www.uscis.gov/immigrationaction 

http://www.uscis.gov/humanitarian/consideration-deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca
https://fafsa.ed.gov/
http://www.whitehouse.gov/the-press-office/2014/11/20/fact-sheet-immigration-accountability-executive-action
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Individual Tax Identification Number (ITIN) - A U.S. tax processing number, issued by the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) to individuals who file taxes but do not have, and are not eligible 
to obtain, a social security number. 
 
In-state tuition - Refers to in-state tuition rates for students at public colleges and universities. 
In-state tuition when referring to undocumented students means that they are being charged 
resident tuition rates rather than out-of-state or international student tuition rates, higher 
education then becomes more affordable and thus more accessible.  
 
Institutions- This term is used to describe the classrooms, dining halls, school hallways and 
spaces in which formal education takes place.  
 
State Aid - Refers to state financial aid that is available to undocumented students within that 
particular state at public colleges and universities. When undocumented students are allowed 
to compete for state financial aid it becomes easier for undocumented students to be able to 
pay for the high cost of higher education.    
 
Social Security Number (SSN) - A nine digit number issued to U.S. citizens, permanent 
residents, and temporary working residents. The number is issued to an individual by the social 
security administration, an independent agency of the United States. The SSN is used to work 
ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŎƪ ŀ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ  
 
Undocumented - Refers to people who are not U.S. citizens or Permanent Residents of the 
United States, who do not hold a current visa to reside in the U.S. and who have not been 
approved for legal residency in the U.S.  
 
Undocu-friendly - This term is used to refer to schools that have systems and practices in place 
that work with and for undocumented students. For example, a school that is inviting and 
public about their support for undocumented students and invests resources in their students 
by providing scholarships and programs is an undocu-friendly school.  
 
 
 

 

  

http://www.irs.gov/Individuals/Individual-Taxpayer-Identification-Number-%28ITIN%29
http://www.nilc.org/basic-facts-instate.html
http://www.nilc.org/basic-facts-instate.html
http://www.ssa.gov/
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About this toolkit  
 

This toolkit was designed to help undocumented students and educator allies work with their 
institutions to increase the resources and support systems available to undocumented students 
at their school. Particularly, this toolkit was created to provide the examples needed for 
institutions to join DEEP on NICOD taking place on April, 7, 2015.  
 
This toolkit was designed with the understanding that each institution has a different capacity 
and awareness. We acknowledge that funding and questions regarding campus wide support 
for the implementation and accountability of some of the initiatives are crucial to this process. 
With skepticism comes the possibility of the lack of funding and/or support, however, this 
possible reality should not stop us or sway us from moving forward. There have been many 
initiatives that have begun with little to no funding and/or support but are currently established 
as some of the most sought out and successful events available to the entire campus 
community.  
 
Anticipating aforementioned questions and varied institutional capacity and awareness, we 
have broken down this toolkit into three different categories (see below). Although these are 
different categories, they are not mutually exclusive. Some institutions may be working in all 
categories concurrently because they may have to work on policy change before providing 
services and programming. Our goal with this toolkit and NICOD is to help educator allies and 
undocumented students identify their top priority for this academic school year according to 
the particular needs or issues on their campus.  
 
The categories are as follows: 
 

1. Emerging Allies - Raising Awareness: Institutions can provide an action plan of its 
ŎƻƳƳƛǘƳŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǊŀƛǎŜ ŀǿŀǊŜƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ ǳƴŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ discuss 
the steps needed to disseminate information and resources available to undocumented 
students with the larger campus community. 

2. Campus Support Services - Building Commitment: Institutions can increase support for 
undocumented students by implementing or improving programs and support services 
to better meet the needs of undocumented students.  

3. Institutional Champion - Systemic Policy Change: Institutions can embed support for 
undocumented students through organizational structures, policy changes, and new 
institutional or system wide initiatives that include scholarship funds, financial aid 
programs, or broader campaigns aimed at increasing undocumented studentǎΩ access 
and retention.  

 
  

http://unitedwedream.org/blog/5-tips-meaningful-educational-access-event-undocumented-students/
http://unitedwedream.org/blog/5-tips-meaningful-educational-access-event-undocumented-students/
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How to use the toolkit  
 
This toolkit has been designed to provide guiding information to either begin or help continue 
the conversations on how to build institutional support with and for undocumented students.  
Please begin by reading each category and the existing examples provided from across the 
nation. After reading each category, take note on how your institution can replicate or modify 
the ones that seem relevant to the current needs of the undocumented students on your 
campus and your institution's goals.  
 
Ask yourself the following guiding questions:  

1. Who would I need to reach out to begin this conversation? 
2. Who would need to be involved to lead this effort (administrators, offices, student 

groups, etc.)? 
3. What steps would I need to take to implement this? 
4. How long could this initiative take to plan and implement? 
5. What kind of resources would I need to make this successful (financial, departmental, 

etc.)? 
 
NOTE: Find three guiding worksheets starting on pg.56 
 
When you finish reading the toolkit you will have a clearer idea of where your institution 
currently stands in terms of providing support and resources for undocumented students.  
Moreover, you should have a better understanding of what areas your institution can focus on 
depending on the needs of undocumented students in your community, institutional capacity, 
types of support, and institutional goals.  
 

How to make a commitment  to NIC OD  

 
1. View the toolkit in its entirety and jot down notes on how you can adapt the examples 

provided to begin or increase the support of undocumented students at your institution. 
2. Once you have read the toolkit, fill out this pledge which you will also find in the email 

you received with this toolkit. The questions asked in pledge are also included in the 
appendix starting on pg. 62. 

3. By filling out the pledge, UWDN DEEP will be able to follow up with you and support 
you, your administration, departments, and larger institution on how to increase the 
support and or resources at your school for undocumented students. UWDN will also be 
able to strategize a communications plan to highlight your commitment on April 7, 2015 
for NICOD.  

4. After reviewing the toolkit and the pledge, if you have any questions, please contact 
DEEP coordinator Laura Bohorquez at- laura@unitedwedream.org  

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/11DFbOGHGlyBkoVSVduVfodO5DFA3ZO7DbzsSHbJry5M/viewform
mailto:laura@unitedwedream.org
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Disclaimer  

This toolkit is designed to provide introductory information on how to support and work 
alongside undocumented immigrant students and their families. It is not intended to provide 
legal advice. 
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Emerging Allies: Raising Awareness  
 

Institutions can provide an action plan of its commitment to raise awareness of undocumented 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ discuss the steps needed to disseminate information and resources 

available to undocumented students with the larger campus community.
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Commitment #1: National educators coming out day 
 

Why? 
tŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ 599tΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎ /ƻƳƛƴƎ hǳǘ 5ŀȅ on every November 12th!   
By publically showing your support for undocumented students, you let the campus community 
know--including those who may be afraid to reveal their immigration status-- that you are 
willing to provide a support system for undocumented students. You also show that as 
educators you advocate for all of your students and believe in their right to obtain an 
education, regardless of their immigration status. 
 
What does it look like?  

1. Create and advertise a space where educators can take 
ǇƛŎǘǳǊŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴ άL ŀƳ ŀƴ ǳƴŀŦǊŀƛŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊ 
ǿƛǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ǳƴŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΦέ  

a. (sign provided by UWDN DEEP on educators coming 
out day landing page) 

2. Provide an institutional statement stating support for 
undocumented students (examples below). 

3. On November 12 participate in a social media campaign using 
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and sharing your pictures and 
institutional statement by using the hashtags #DEEP & #EducatorsOut 

 
Example(s)  

1. Educational Organization- AFT statement  
2. Institutional Statement: UC Berkeley 

 
Additional Resources  
ü National Educators Coming Out Day webpage,  Flicker & UWDN FB Album 

 

  

http://unitedwedream.org/educatorsout/
http://unitedwedream.org/educatorsout/
http://www.aft.org/newspubs/press/2014/040914.cfm
http://newscenter.berkeley.edu/2014/04/09/undocuweek-dirks/
http://newscenter.berkeley.edu/2014/04/09/undocuweek-dirks/
http://unitedwedream.org/educatorsout/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/122653663@N07/page1/
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.773611782699979.1073741850.130234313704399&type=3
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Commitment #2: Host an undocumented immigrant awareness day 
 

Why? 
Having an undocumented awareness day at your institution led by your principal or president 
sets the precedence for the rest of the administration to provide an immigrant friendly 
environmentτa space where immigrant and undocumented students feel comfortable sharing 
their status and talking about the issues faced by their community. It sends a clear message to 
all the students that providing a safe space for immigrants is a priority of the institution and 
encourages discussions around the issue that may lead to inclusiveness and acceptance of 
undocumented students. 
 
What does it look like? 
Host an undocumented immigrant awareness day at your institution where your principal or 
president states your institutionΩs support to engage the community in dialogue about the 
ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘΦ  
 
Example(s)  

1. Letter to institution and larger community: Opening the Door to Dreamers by Eugene 
/ƻǊƴŀŎŎƘƛŀΣ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ ƻǊ {ŀƛƴǘ tŜǘŜǊΩǎ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ 

2. Letter to the University of 
Chicago by Kimberly Goff-
Grews, Vice President of 
Campus life and Dean of 
Students 

3. Event: Concert to bring 
awareness to undocumented 
students  

4. Event: Host  a video 
screening (examples below) 
followed by a panel 
discussion that allows for a 
conversation on the video 
and your institutionΩs support of all students, including undocumented students 

 
Additional Resources (videos)  
ü Which Way Home 
ü Papers the Movie  
ü Inocente 
ü DOCUMENTED 

a. Documentary Curriculum 

ü Underwater Dreams 
ü The Dream is Now 
ü I LEARN America 
ü Spare Parts 

 

http://www.huffingtonpost.com/eugene-j-cornacchia/opening-the-door-to-the-d_b_4427959.html
http://csl.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/UndocumentedStudentsPublicStatement10-7-10.pdf
http://csl.uchicago.edu/sites/default/files/pdf/UndocumentedStudentsPublicStatement10-7-10.pdf
http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140425/concert-to-bring-awareness-to-undocumented-immigrants-living-in-lorain
http://www.morningjournal.com/general-news/20140425/concert-to-bring-awareness-to-undocumented-immigrants-living-in-lorain
http://whichwayhome.net/
http://www.papersthemovie.com/
https://www.kickstarter.com/projects/1131717127/inocente-homeless-creative-unstoppable
http://documentedthefilm.com/
http://www.defineamerican.com/blog/post/filmmakers-behind-documented-release-high-school-curriculum-based-on-film
http://www.underwaterdreamsfilm.com/
http://www.thedreamisnow.org/
http://ilearnamerica.com/
https://www.google.com/webhp?sourceid=chrome-instant&ion=1&espv=2&ie=UTF-8#q=spare%20parts%20movie&kpevlbx=1

